
Treble Dodging
Minor



Session 
overview

• What is so great about TD Minor?!

• Some technical definitions

• Some worked examples

• A different way of thinking about 
methods

• Ideal for Ringing Room!



Treble Dodging 
Minor is the 
greatest!

“For those that understand, 
no explanation is necessary.

For those that don’t, no 
explanation will suffice”



What is Treble 
Dodging Minor?

• Rung on six bells

• Treble follows a 
regular path



What is the 
difference between 
Treble Bob, Delight 
and Surprise?

• Determined by what happens as the Treble 
moves between sections

• Treble Bob: no internal places in the 
transition between each section

• Surprise: internal place(s) at all transitions 
between sections

• Delight: everything else
• Fourths Place Delight: 4ths is made as the Treble 

passes through 2-3

• Thirds Place Delight: 3rds is made as the Treble 
passes through 4-5

• Note – these definitions only apply when the 
treble changes position. The lead end and 
half lead are considered separately



How many Treble 
Dodging Minor 
Methods are 
there?

• 147 Regular TD Minor Methods
• Plain Bob lead ends
• No internal 5ths
• No more than two consecutive blows 

in one position
• No single changes (every row has at 

least two pairs of bells changing 
position)

• 29 Treble Bob
• 35 4ths place Delight
• 42 3rds place Delight
• 41 Surprise



The 4-way 
table

• Overview:









Looking in 
more detail

• Treble’s 3-4 section is fixed!
• Bells in 1-2 lead and make 2nds

• Bells in 3-4 and 5-6 dodge

• Notation is: -12-

• Based on the rules defined above

• Treble’s 1-2 section defines the 
overwork
• Along with the transition row as the treble 

passes through 2-3

• Treble’s 5-6 section defines the 
underwork
• Along with the transition row as the treble 

passes through 4-5



8 overworks / 
15 underworks

• The standard 147 are all 
constructed from these

• Variations at the half lead and 
lead end

• Advantageous to be able to learn 
and execute by structure

• Let’s break it down …
• all!



Let’s look at 
some overworks

• Four right place overworks
• Oxford: -34-16

• Dover: -36-16

• Westminster: -34-14

• Cambridge: -36-14

• all!



Let’s look at 
some overworks

• Oxford

• Dover

• Westminster

• Cambridge

• all!



Let’s look at 
some 
underworks

• Six right place underworks
• D1: 16-12-

• D2: 16-34-

• Mendip: 16-14-

• S1: 36-12-

• S2: 36-34-

• Cambridge: 36-14-

• all!



Let’s look at 
some 
underworks

• D1

• D2

• Mendip

• S1

• S2

• Cambridge

• all!



Putting it all 
together –
some examples

• Duke of Norfolk 
Treble Bob Minor
• 2nds Oxford over

• D1 under



Putting it all 
together –
some examples

• College Exercise 
Treble Bob Minor
• 2nds Oxford over

• D2 under



Putting it all 
together –
some examples

• Old Oxford Delight 
Minor
• 2nds Westminster 

over

• D1 under



Putting it all 
together –
some examples

• College Bob IV 
Delight Minor
• 2nds Westminster 

over

• D2 under



Compare



Kirkstall Delight 
Minor

• Cambridge over

• D2 under

• 16 half lead

• 12 lead end
• That’s all!



Trinity Sunday 
Treble Bob 
Minor

• Kent over

• D2 under

• 36 half lead

• 12 lead end
• That’s all!



Bogedone
Delight Minor

• Dover over

• S2 under

• 56 half lead

• 12 lead end
• That’s all!



Hull Surprise 
Minor

• Cambridge over

• S2 under

• 36 half lead

• 16 lead end
• That’s all!





Try it out in 
Ringing Room

• One bell or two
• Or more?!

• Try ringing by structure
• Have the grid in front of you for your 

first few attempts

• Think about where the treble is
• Remember that the work is fixed when 

the treble is in 3-4. This gives you 
some thinking time to transition 
between over and under works!

• Don’t panic!
• It doesn’t matter if you get it wrong
• Try again!
• That’s all!



What next?!

• So much more!

• Spliced

• Irregular methods

• Composition

• Magic Blocks

• That’s all!



Q&A and 
feedback


