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Our esteemed ringing master, Rachel J Mitchell, in 
the NUSCR shades at All Saints on the guild’s outing 
to Nottingham at the start of October. See the full 
writeup and more pictures from that superb event on 
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From the editor 

It has been a privilege to serve as the St Martin’s Guild 
Newsletter Editor for 2025. As I approach final exams 
and graduation, I am keen to not end up with a “ringer’s 
degree” so am stepping back from the position.  

If you might be interested in taking on the role please 
do drop a line to smgcbr@gmail.com to find out more 
about what’s involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bradfield Course 
James Mundy 

For those of you not in the know, the Bradfield ringing 
course is a residential course set in and around Bradfield 
college - a rather nice boarding school in rural Berkshire. 
The course starts on a Thursday afternoon and runs until 
the Sunday afternoon. You can apply to be either a student 
or a helper.  

On Thursday afternoon we registered our attendance and 
promptly dumped our stuff in our room. We then made our 
way down the hill and into the college. We had a welcome 
and introduction to the course then we met the group we'd 
be ringing with on the course. Kirsty and I were helpers in 
the Surprise Minor group. The first group meeting went well 
with most learners working towards or working on 
Cambridge. 

After a few more meetups and dinner, it was time for our 
first practical session. The first session proved that most 
learners could in fact ring Cambridge to a rather high 
degree and some were progressing past Cambridge right 
there and then - a rather worrying trend for those aiming for 
an easy ride. After the session, we made our way back and 
had an informal meetup (involving handbells). 

Friday began with a nice and early breakfast, after which 
we set off for our second ringing session. The day 
consisted of two towers separated by a pub lunch. The 
learners made good progress and started splicing 
Cambridge with Plain and Little Bob Minor. Some learners 
were staring to progress to other surprise minor methods 
too. After ringing, there were some optional sessions back 
at the college, some of which were handbells, a guided 
tour of the college, the maths behind ringing, and ringing  

 

on the mini ring. Dinner followed the sessions and a quiz 
was run in the evening.  

Saturday followed a similar format to Friday. The learners 
were making excellent progress and some were ringing 
several surprise minor methods spliced. In the evening 
there was a service for all with a choir anthem of Ave 
Verum Corpus, which included our very own James 
Ramsbottom. There was also a handbell touch of Little Bob 
Maximus which I was very fortunate to ring in this year. 
After the service a striking competition on the mini ring was 
held. The term "striking competition" is used very loosely. 
Judging is usually based somewhat more on an 
entertainment basis. Students on the course competed 
against the helpers and the tutors. From what I've heard, 
this year was rather entertaining!  

Sunday rolled around rather quickly. After breakfast we 
assembled for our last optional session. This was followed 
by the final group tutorial - a session focusing on the next 
steps after Cambridge and moving on from surprise minor. 
We then made our way to the canteen for a Sunday roast. 
The last ringing session was now upon us. The learners 
focused on consolidating their knowledge. The last 
session, though longer than the others seemed to fly by. As 
the course drew to a close, we said our goodbyes and 
parted our ways. 

 

 

mailto:smgcbr@gmail.com
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3-4-5 Bell Jolly 

Debbie Chard 

 As developing ringers, we love nothing more than a tower 
grab, the chance to ‘strut our stuff’ out in the wider 
community.  

We fancied something a bit different this time, so we 
eschewed the obvious 6 or 8 bell towers within our guild 
and instead embarked on a 3-4-5 bell jolly in neighbouring 
counties.  

Two of the three towers have no regular bands, so were 
delighted for us to visit. We naively expected smaller rings 
to be straightforward; surely fewer bells means easier 
ringing. Not so!  

The bells were often hard going, with longish draughts, 
can’t remember rope guides(!). These all provided the 
perfect opportunity to perfect our handling, especially 
when ringing up and down. Our video footage of this is 
entertaining, to say the least. 

We also had practical considerations to contend with, such 
as removing the village lawnmower from one of the ringing 
rooms before we got round to the business of ringing!  

In amongst the warmest of welcomes and fantastic 
hospitality, we rang some amazing bells. One even dates 
back to the 14th century, associated with the rather 
exotically named Johannes de York bell foundry.  

So, what did we learn?  

▪ There are quite a few 3 bell methods, all new to us, 
all rather tricky for us! 

▪ Each of the towers provided valuable opportunities 
to practice handling awkward bells. 

▪ Bells aren’t always hung in weight order – check 
your towers before you go! 

Would we do something like this again? Absolutely, we had 
an amazing time!  

Back on the road again… 

Sand Cooper

The Solihull band have had another trip out! It was our mini 
outing so no early start and we rang at just three towers this 
time. It was the day after storm Claudia so I’m afraid one of 
the team was stuck in floods and couldn’t make it across, 
such a shame. The rest of us made it to north Oxfordshire in 
the drab but bright weather. We arrived early in Bodicote as 
organ practice was ending, which was rather fun. Twenty 
plus of us squashed into the ringing room having climbed 
up through the hatch which once closed, was stood on to 
ring one of the bells so there was no escaping. One of our 
newest ringers had his first experience of ringing in a 

different tower and coped very well. A lovely ring of bells 
and we suspected that we’d just rung at the best tower of 
the day and, to a pretty high standard for us so, we were off 
to a good start. 

Next was Kings Sutton. What a treat to ring at this tower 
where they rarely welcome visiting bands. The very tall 
ornate tower and spire of this catholic church can be seen 
as you drive up the M40. The tower sways dreadfully as the 
bells are rung, hence the restrictions on ringing. We were 
reassured that we were safe albeit it that it might feel as 
though we were sailing in a ship!  The bells rang as though 
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they were heavier than they actually are and, they were 
rather noisy from the ringing room but they were a joy to 
ring. They had a lovely old Peal Board dating from 1799. 
Unusual as it told us not just the date of the significant 
ringing that had taken place but the day of the week that it 
had been rung. And, the first and eighth bells aren’t listed 
as the treble and tenor as we would today.  It’s sad that 
these bells are only really heard on practice nights when 
ringers from adjoining villages come to help, there being 
only two ringers living locally, so they aren’t rung on a 
Sunday. 

 
After ringing we walked back passed the green to The 
Butchers Arms for lunch. Great food and great company. 
Proceedings were held up a little by a lost phone which 
resolved itself, but it did mean that when we were due to 
get off to the next tower, teas and coffees were still being 
served. With a colleague, we formed the advance party to 
Adderbury so that the gentleman waiting to let us in knew 
what was going on. It was a fantastic opportunity for a little 
bit of history of their carillon. The workings take up a fair bit 
of space in the ringing room alongside the clock case. Both 
had recently been renovated. The carillon though was 

fascinating, where churches have them, they are often out 
of site. The large cylinder, much like the small version you 
might find in a music box, was quite impressive. It has 
seven tunes which when engaged to the wires and 
hammers against the 8 bells, plays a different tune for each 
day of the week. 

Once the band arrived the ringing started. These bells had a 
lovely deep sound, quite heavy, a little heavier than the 
largest 8 bells that we have in Solihull. Not the easiest for 
our band to ring but very rewarding. If the tenor rope wasn’t 
kept taught it jingle-jangled the wires of the carillon that 
criss-crossed the ceiling which rather detracted from the 
beautiful tone of the bells! 

Ringing for the day was done and we all made our way 
home. We do enjoy our days out together but, we do also 
enjoy coming back to our gorgeous bells at home. 

Guild outing to Nottingham 
Sand Cooper 

We had such a good day in the October sunshine riding the 
trams between Nottingham’s towers. We travelled by a 
mixture of train and car before jumping onboard, the trams 
were really efficient, clean and with our day passes it was 
all very straightforward. I was travelling with 2 good friends 
from Solihull and despite already having spent an hour 
chatting in the car on the way, we were still at it on the tram, 
so it was handy that by chance Charlie joined us at the 
University stop and kept us on track and even walked us to 
All Saints our first tower. 

A huge thank you to all those that looked after the ringing 
during the day. Everyone was catered for, lots of help on 
hand where needed and a good number of rings each. 

Rachel looked after us at All Saints, the University Tower 
where the ringing room came complete with a flashing 
coloured light, a string of lights at the top of the stairs, 
several stuffed toys including a duck in hat and scarf but, 

Kings Sutton Ringing Room 
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the star of the show was their mascot Gerald, a giraffe 
complete with red wig and gold glasses, which simply had 
to be tried on! 

Then it was back on the tram to the centre of Nottingham. 
Sadly, Little John the Council House clock bell wasn’t 
chiming that day but instead there was time to grab coffee 
and even cake before heading off to St Peter’s. We needed 
to arrive together but inevitably there were a couple of 
stragglers so, I was left at the bottom to guard and hold the 
door. I met the string quintet who had just given a concert 
before we arrived. They were lovely even though I almost 
got squashed behind the church doors as they came out 
with their various instruments. I met a gentleman who was 
interested to learn to ring who asked if there were people 
really ringing the bells or was it just a recording? And I met 
the lovely Rev Ian, local parish priest who was overjoyed to 
hear us and asked me to thank the band.  

 

At St Peter’s Eleanor arranged a mini striking competition 
with two bands of mixed abilities which Simon was 
deputed to judge. He declared a draw as the first team had 
fewer rows with all the bells in rounds but the best rows 
were very good. Whilst by contrast, the second team had 
rounds most of the time but none of the rounds were quite 
as good as the best of Team 1's. Interestingly he felt a 
computer would probably judge Team 2’s ringing the best 
despite Team 1's having the best rounds in their piece. 
Hence the draw. All’s fair in love and war… 

Time for lunch. With everyone matched up we went off in 
groups for everything from street food in the Old Market 
Square, the cafe at St Peter’s and more. There was even 
time to shop for a change of clothes because the day really 
was much warmer than anticipated! (You’ll have to 
examine the photos to see what I ‘m talking about ) Most of 
us ended up at Keen Microbrewery, a stone’s throw from 
the tower door at St Mary’s. A fun brief walk across the 
transept roof before completing the journey up the tower 
gave an opportunity for photos across the skyline. Simon 

looked after us here. A tricky ring, not always easy to pick 
out the sound of the bells. The tenor was very light set, only 
Graham and Lucas managed to set it first time. We 
understand the local tower keeper had been making many 
adjustments to try and improve things, a new slider having 
been fitted making the slightest difference between set 
and, oh no not quite! A fairly heavy bell at 35cwt, it wasn’t 
the easiest to ring. Here we had a range from rounds and 
call changes to Bristol Max, followed by the team photo. 

 
Then off to the Lace Market tram stop and on to Beeston. 
Arriving in dribs and drabs, no James, no time for beer first! 
What a lovely 10. Somewhat squashed into the ringing 
room, Matthew set about organising us making sure all that 
could, had rung some changes so plain hunting was added 
to the repertoire. Then yes, time for beer and food at The 
Star pub before heading to the station/trams and home. 
 
Such a great day spent in warm sunshine, in good company 
and so well looked after in every respect. Eleanor, you’re a 
star, thank you for your hard work in making all the 
arrangements for the day and thanks for the inspired idea 
of a dedicated WhatsApp group. Some very silly photos 
shared and updates sent which other Guild members were 
probably glad not to have had pinging on their phones all 
day! 
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BUSCR Update 
Nikolai Komar 

  

Since the last newsletter, the main focus at BUSCR has 
been on recruitment, retention and teaching. We retained 8 
of our 15 recruits from last year, as many left due to 
graduation. Therefore, it was important to recruit heavily. At 
the start of term, we spent 7 days on the UoB campus 
tirelessly handing out leaflets.  

Thankfully, it paid off: 61 different students attended our 
initial 4 taster sessions and of these, 8 now regularly attend 
each week. While a few experienced ringers have joined 
this year, most of our recruits had not rung before. We’ve 
therefore been running extra 1:1 handling sessions twice a 
week in order to support this. 

 

We have held two main social events so far this year, both 
of which were hugely successful! Our Halloween social 
required everyone to submit a round for one big quiz. It may 
have taken several hours, but the tantalizing prize of a 
broken Hastings stay meant the stakes had never been 
higher. The Christmas social, which took place at the start 
of December, started with a quick ring at St Peter’s in 

Harborne, before a festive meal at the neighbouring pub, 
The Bell. We then hosted board games and made the 
fateful decision to start a 1000 piece jigsaw, which had 
many of our ringers preoccupied for the following week.  

Our main outing was our November trip to Coventry, which 
was a first outing for all of this year’s new ringers. We 
stopped off along the train line to ring at Bickenhill and 
Hampton-in-Arden. We then had a meal in Coventry before 
heading to the ice rink, revealing some wildly varying levels 
of skating competence within the society. Some of our 
ringers took part in a slightly more intense outing just 
before our Halloween social, where we attempted three 
(successful) quarter peals in Cookley, Stone and 
Belbroughton. Whenever possible, we have also organised 
focused away practices at towers across the guild, 
including Halesowen, Smethwick, Sheldon and more!  

 

Nikolai being interview for BurnFM Radio 

Bonfire night during practice proved slightly distracting! 

Halloween party with superb costumes 
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Upcoming Events 

Teaching bell handling day course – Saturday 21st February 

The Association of Ringing Teachers (ART) are running a Module 1 teaching bell handling course at Edgbaston on Saturday 
the 21st of February. It is a busy day of theory and practical, with tea and cake to keep us going! 

Whether you’ve never taught someone to handle before or are an 
experienced teacher, I guarantee you will get something out of it. It is really 
helpful to hear lots of different teaching tips and tricks. 

You will learn through a mixture of practical and classroom sessions:  
• How to teach a skill 
• How to break down bell handling into easy stages that the new 

ringer can master 
• About different learning types and how to adapt your teaching for 

them 
• The benefits of intensive teaching 

The practical sessions will give you plenty of time to practise your new skills 
in a safe environment. Working in pairs you will also have opportunity to 
hone your observation skills and get feedback on your feedback. 

The St Martin’s Guild are providing bursaries to cover the cost of the course 
for any guild members. Nearly all places are already taken so signup now! 

 

(photos Roger Lawson) 

https://events.bellringing.org/en/events/courses/teaching-course-module-1-edgbaston-west-midlands-2

